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Why PTAs matter? 
What are RoO?

Direct transport rule
1. Warehousing 3rd country UK-UA PTA

2. Mixing origin EU GSP

3. Shipping country EU ACP



Why? EU example
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EU: release for free circulation 

Commodity code: 8711609010

Price CIF Rotterdam: 100 000 Eur



Why? EU example
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Tariff China Taiwan Bangladesh

MFN 6 % 6 % 6 %

Anti-dumping 62.1 % - -

Countervailing 17.2 % - -

Preferential - - 0%

Total Eur 85 300 Eur 6 000 Eur 0 Eur

Commodity code 8711609010, price CIF Rotterdam: 100 000 Eur

https://www.customsclearance.net/en/courses/antidumping-the-lesser-duty-pitfalls

https://www.customsclearance.net/en/courses/antidumping-the-lesser-duty-pitfalls


What? Global requirements
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(1) Rules of origin (2) Proof of origin
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RoO (preferential)

Wholly obtained/ produced 

from originating materials

Non-originating materials 

used

Non-minimal operations

Product specific rules

Cumulation

Tolerance

Territoriality

Direct transport

Originating

yes yes

yes

Other (drawback, etc.)

1

2

3

4
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https://www.customsclearance.net/en/articles/determination-of-preferential-origin

https://www.customsclearance.net/en/articles/determination-of-preferential-origin
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RoO (preferential)

Wholly obtained/ produced 

from originating materials

Non-originating materials 

used

Non-minimal operations

Product specific rules

Cumulation

Tolerance

Territoriality

Direct transport*

Originating

yes yes

yes

Other (drawback, etc.)

*In other PTAs also called: direct consignment, trans-shipment, transit and 
transhipment, non-manipulation, non-alteration 



Direct transport rule
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Exported good = imported good (not altered, not mixed)

Originating in 
Ukraine under 
UA-UK PTA?
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UA-UK PTA Protocol I Article 13

EU-UK PTA

UA-UK political, free trade and strategic partnership agreement
EU-UK trade and cooperation agreement

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/934935/CS_Ukraine_1.2020_UK_Ukraine_Political_Free_Trade_Strat_Partner_Agreement.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22020A1231(01)&from=LT
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UA-UK PTA Protocol I Article 13

EU-UK PTA

How to prove it?



Evidence of direct transport
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UA-UK PTA Protocol I Article 13



Evidence of direct transport
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UA-UK PTA Protocol I Article 13



Evidence of direct transport
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UA-UK PTA Protocol I Article 13



LT: certificate of non-manipulation
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Order of Director-general of 

Customs department No. 

1B-103, 6.2.2019

https://www.e-tar.lt/portal/lt/legalAct/28e91fd02b9c11e9b66f85227a03f7a3


Evidence of direct transport
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UA-UK PTA Protocol I Article 13



Evidence of direct transport
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UA-UK PTA Protocol I Article 13



How to receive it?
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After the goods leave, the 

Authorised Person (AP):

• Fills out CoNM form (2-10 

boxes)

• Submits to supervising 

Customs office

• If no discrepancies detected, 

Customs fills out other boxes 

and stamps the certificate, 

no later than next day 

• AP is responsible for the 

correctness of data in the 

certificate

Certificate of non-manipulation (CoNM)
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EU GSP, judgement of the ECJ in Case C-294/14

EU palm oil case
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to 

Germany

no tariff preference 

granted!

crude palm kernel oil

mixed in one tank

from 

Ecuador, Form A

Colombia, Form A

Costa Rica, Form A

https://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=preferential%2Borigin%2Bdirect%2Btransport&docid=175667&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=1545603#ctx1


EU GSP, judgement of the ECJ in Case C-294/14

“…consignments of crude palm kernel oil may be recognised (as 
originating) even where those products have been mixed in the 

tank of a vessel at the time of their transport to the European Union 
in circumstances where it is possible to rule out that other products, 

in particular products not benefiting from any preferential 
treatment, have been added to that tank.”

EU palm oil case
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https://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=preferential%2Borigin%2Bdirect%2Btransport&docid=175667&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=1545603#ctx1


LT garlic case
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EU‘s unilateral preferences to 
certain states of African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Group

ACP EU

China
Country of 

preferential origin
(Cameroon) EUR.1

Shipped from

Vilnius District Administrative Court judgement No. I-992-624/2010, 9.4.2010

135 000 Eur 
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www.customsclearance.net

http://www.customsclearance.net/
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